Michael Winterbottom bestows first Short Circuit prize to director Robert Reed for his 1-minute comedy, ‘The Driving Test’. 

Watson and Harmer named as runners-up in this Dailymotion/Raindance initiative.

September 9 2008: Celebrated film director Michael Winterbottom (‘24 Hour Party People’, ‘Mighty Heart’) last night concluded the month-long micro-short film competition which he inaugurated in early September by awarding top prize to 25-year old Robert Reed for his comedy ‘The Driving Lesson’. The ceremony took place in the Rex cinema and club, as one of the highlights of the Raindance Film Festival, with a screening of the ten short-listed films. Runners-up were Susie Watson for ‘The Wind of Change’ and Andrew Harmer for ‘Graffiti’.

A joint initiative of Dailymotion (the world’s largest independent video sharing site) and Raindance.tv (the newly formed IPTV operation first announced in July), the Short Circuit competition invited new filmmakers to create and submit 1-minute shorts. In the three weeks from announcement of the competition to closing date, over 120 shorts were submitted with entries coming from all over the world. Top prize for the competition is a week’s visit to the Cannes Film Festival 2009.

Said Michael Winterbottom, Jury President: ‘When we launched the competition, I was curious to see what it would throw up, and frankly I was not sure if such a micro-format would simply prove impossible to master. In the event the quality of the films was very high, and the tight format and deadline seems to have acted as a real spur to the imagination – I was particularly impressed by the sheer range of work on offer, and would like to congratulate all those who took part’.

The winning entry, Robert Reed’s ‘Driving Test’, is a hilarious self-contained comedy, in which the ordinary tensions of a suburban driving test spin off into a surreal outcome. By contrast, Andrew Harmer’s ‘Graffiti’ uses a dark tone and highly stylised animation to depict the crushing of an artist by a creature of his own design. And Susie Watson’s ‘The Wind of Change’ plays a gothic and sinister riff on the clashing of adult desires and infantile cruelties.

The winner, and runners up, can be seen on Dailymotion (www.dailymotion.com) and on Raindance.tv (www.raindance.tv).

Notes to editors:

1. The ten short-listed films were:

Action directed by Artur Piotrowski 

Bla Bla Bla directed by Quentin Le Guennan

Drinking in the Shower directed by Michelle Chai 

The Driving Test directed by Robert Reed (Winner)

Flight directed by Mark Hammett
Graffiti directed by Andrew Harmer (Runner up)

Push directed by Steven Hore

Rocket Girl directed by Clive Tonge

The Talk directed by Stanley Sowa Jr 

The Wind of Change directed by Susie Watson (Runner up)
2. Images from the Short Circuit Gala can be found here: http://www.raindance.co.uk/site/index.php?id=265,2939,0,0,1,0 
3. About Dailymotion
A top 30 website worldwide (source: Alexa), Dailymotion is the world's largest independent provider of premium user generated and licensed online video entertainment (Source: Alexa and ComScore) with 2billion page views per month. Every day, 15,000 new videos are uploaded into Dailymotion's global network of localised video entertainment sites, where a programming team turns the user generated and licenced content into a high quality, entertainment experience for the 32.2 million monthly unique visitors. 

Using the most advanced technology for both users and content creators, Dailymotion provides a high quality video in a fast, easy to use Web site that also automatically filters infringing material using technical finger-printing technology. Dailymotion's mission is to provide the best possible entertainment experience for users and the best business experience for content owners.

Dailymotion.com | Suite 1.12 | 25 Floral Street | London WC2E 9DS 

For more information, visit www.dailymotion.com or contact 

Joanna Burton
Joanna.Burton@Dailymotion.com
tel: +44 (0) 203 031 2500

4. About Raindance.tv
Tied in to two of the autumn season’s most popular and well-established fixtures (The Raindance Film Festival in October, and the British Independent Film Awards in November), Raindance.tv plc brings together several key online offerings under one roof: video sharing, networking and resources.

Raindance.tv offers a blend of high-quality, independently-produced, feature and short films via its website www.raindance.tv and via other IPTV and mobile networks, enabling users everywhere to watch films from around the world. Raindance.tv is also launching a professional networking service tailored to the global filmmaking community, building on Raindance’s already strong base of filmmaker relationships. This offers filmmakers the opportunity to have their work showcased and distributed, as well as the ability to network with and recruit fellow filmmakers across projects; and access into a whole suite of resources to help aspiring filmmakers. 

The business first began trading as an aggregator-distributor, syndicating independent films across third party platforms, eleven months ago. The first phase of the company’s own-destination site went live in the early summer, and a public launch of the business is scheduled for October.

Raindance.tv, 38 Langham St, London W1W 7AR
For more information visit www.raindance.tv or contact:

Zara Ballantyne-Grove info@raindance.tv 

Tel: +44 (0) 207 436 6005

