
THE 16th RAINDANCE FILM FESTIVAL PROGRAMME IS ANNOUNCED

1-12TH OCTOBER 2008

Wednesday 3rd September 2008, London: 

The 16th Raindance Film Festival’s programme is today announced by festival patron Ken Loach, with the full line-up which includes 75 features and over 100 shorts alongside a host of live events, exclusive Q&As and masterclasses. The Raindance Film Festival will take place from 1-12 October 2008 in London’s West End with some of the film industry’s most exciting filmmakers sitting on this year’s jury including Oscar-winning Peter Capaldi (Franz Kafka’s It’s a Wonderful Life), Beastie Boys’ filmmaker Adam Yauch (Awesome I F***ing Shot That), Rebecca O’Brien (The Wind that Shakes the Barley) and Nicolas Roeg (Walkabout, Don’t Look Now, Puffball).

Book-ending the fortnight long Festival, the UK premiere of breakout new writer-director Clark Gregg and maverick author Chuck Palahniuk’s (Flight Club) CHOKE, starring Sam Rockwell (Jesse James, Confessions of a Dangerous Mind), Anjelica Huston (The Darjeeling Limited, The Royal Tenenbaums) and Kelly MacDonald (No Country for Old Men, Trainspotting), opens the event on Wednesday 1st October, and the Closing Gala on Sunday 12th October brings the festival to an end with the World premiere of Mark Tonderai’s directorial debut HUSH, starring William Ash, Christine Bottomley and Guy Burnet.
Anjelica Huston is expected to guest appear for the Opening Night Gala as well as screen goddess Faye Dunaway for her new film FLICK, directed by David Howard and with expected appearances from co-stars Michelle Ryan (Bionic Woman), Liz Smith (The Royle Family) and Mark Benton (Murphy’s Law).

80’s superstar Corey Feldman (Stand By Me, The Goonies) will feature at the festival promoting his new film THE BIRTHDAY, and will participate in a special retrospective event. Cult director Jeremy Podeswa (Six Feet Under, Queer as Folk) will also be in attendance with his new film FUGITIVE PIECES.

Raindance has a strong reputation for it’s interest of music in film and in the past has featured jurors such as Iggy Pop, Lou Reed, Marky Ramone and Mick Jones (The Clash) and has previously programmed films such as: Billy Childish Is Dead, The Devil & Daniel Johnston, Leonard Cohen: I’m Your Man, Neil Young: Heart of Gold and documentaries on The Ramones, Lambchop and Johnny Thunders. This year is no different with films dedicated to Patti Smith, The Beatles, The Arctic Monkeys and a documentary by Beastie Boys’ hip-hop legend Adam Yauch.

The festival will host a special event with Giles Martin, son of the legendary producer Sir George Martin, in aid of the London Premiere of ALL TOGETHER NOW, a new film charting the creation of The Beatles/Cirque du Soleil collaboration LOVE.

The Arctic Monkeys will attend the London Premiere of their new film ARCTIC MONKEYS AT THE APOLLO with director Richard Ayoade (The Mighty Boosh, Garth Marenghi’s Darkplace).

Adam Yauch from old school hip-hop megagroup the Beastie Boys features on this year’s Raindance jury with the European Premiere of his basketball directed documentary GUNNIN FOR THAT #1 SPOT. 

Les Claypool (Primus, Fearless Frog Brigade) will also be doing a guest Q&A at the screening of ELECTRIC APRICOT: QUEST FOR FESTEROO, a mockumentary film he directed. 
Strongly anticipated UK features for this year’s festival include Matthew Thompson’s directorial debut DUMMY, David Howard’s FLICK starring Faye Dunaway, Michelle Ryan, Liz Smith and Mark Benton, as well as Peter Greenaway’s NIGHTWATCHING, starring Martin Freeman, Emily Holmes and Eva Birthistle.
Acclaimed director and Raindance patron, Mike Figgis will be in attendance presenting a new short film for Sony Ericsson entitled “Life Captured”. The international competition gives participants the chance to take part in the creation of this pioneering new film made entirely out of still mobile phone images. Mike will nominate five Outstanding Achievers who will win a VIP trip for them and a friend to attend the film’s red carpet premiere at the Raindance Film Festival in London on Thursday, 2nd October 2008.  
Feature films, documentaries and shorts from around the globe will transport cinema-goers to: Australia, Canada, Palestine, USA, New Zealand, Costa Rica, Brazil, Italy, Serbia, Japan, Kenya, France, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Sovenia, Czech Republic, Austria, Mexico, Columbia, Uraguay, Spain and Argentina.
New to this year’s Festival Awards is the AUDIENCE AWARD, which will be given to the best feature film at the 16th Raindance Film Festival as selected by you. Also new is the DAILYMOTION SHORT CIRCUIT AWARD created with Raindance.tv to search for budding new talent. 60 second short films will be considered by a judging panel led by director Michael Winterbottom. Visit www.dailymotion.com for more details. In addition is the BEST UK SHORT FILM AWARD sponsored by Delta Airlines with a prize of 2 return tickets to anywhere in the US and designed to give UK filmmakers the opportunity to attend screenings of their film in US festivals. 
All award winners will be announced before the screening of the Closing Night Film HUSH at the Cineworld Trocadero on Sunday 12 October at 7:30PM.

Festival patron Ken Loach commented on The 16th Raindance Film Festival line-up: “It’s good news that Raindance looks set for another lovely festival.  Let’s hope you make some mischief.”

Elliot Grove, Director of The Raindance Film Festival said: “We are especially pleased to welcome Ken Loach as festival patron for our 16th Anniversary of The Raindance Film Festival. We are excited to present a fantastic line-up of international films which represent the true nature of the festival and excellence within independent filmmaking.”

For the full Festival programme please go to www.raindance.co.uk
The Raindance Film Festival runs from Wednesday 1st October to Sunday 12th October 2008.

Tickets can be booked online at www.raindance.co.uk or by telephone on: 0871 200 2000 from 10th September.
Festival programmes will be available from 29th September.
Raindance.tv will host further exclusive material via www.raindance.tv with trailers and filmmaker interviews.
About Raindance Film Festival
Raindance is the UK’s largest independent film festival, showcasing shorts and features from around the world and specialising in directorial debuts. Distinguishing itself from other festivals with its rock and roll attitude, Raindance runs riot in the West End of London each October.

As well as showing independent films from around the world, it hosts a number of special events, 25 in 12 days last year, including masterclasses, Q&A sessions with industry professionals, its renowned pitching event Live!Ammunition! where you could end up selling your idea to a movie exec, one-off versions of the courses they run year-long, and, of course, parties.

In 1993, its first year, Raindance hosted 22 features and 65 short films, and attracted 1,300 attendees. For closing night they screened What’s Eating Gilbert Grape?, starring Johnny Depp and featuring the film debut of a 14-year-old Leonardo Dicaprio.

In the following years Raindance premiered, among others, Pulp Fiction, The Blair Witch Project and Memento. Last year, in 2007, the festival showcased over 90 features and 160 shorts from over 40 countries, and in excess of 10,000 people attended.

About Raindance.tv

Tied in to two of the autumn season’s most popular and well-established fixtures (The Raindance Film Festival in October, and the British Independent Film Awards in November), raindance.tv plc brings together several key online offerings under one roof: video sharing, networking and resources.
Raindance.tv offers a blend of high-quality, independently-produced, feature and short films via its website www.raindance.tv  and via other IPTV and mobile networks, enabling users everywhere to watch films from around the world.   Raindance.tv is also launching a professional networking service tailored to the global film making community, building on Raindance’s already strong base of film maker relationships.  This offers filmmakers the opportunity to have their work showcased and distributed, as well as the ability to network with and recruit fellow filmmakers across projects; and access into a whole suite of resources to help aspiring film makers.  

The business first began trading as an aggregator-distributor -- syndicating independent films across third party platforms -- ten months ago. The first phase of the company’s own-destination site went live in the early summer, and a public launch of the business is scheduled for October.
~ENDS~

For further information please contact:

Alex Rowley at Organic Marketing on 
alex.rowley@organic-marketing.co.uk, 0207 907 1118 / 07753738777 
or Joe Pearshouse at Raindance Film Festival on 020 7287 3833. 
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